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Logic is traditionally defined as a rule-based instrument, the 
application of which keeps the mind from making mistakes in 
reasoning. Logic teaches us various types of arguments and 
explains how to distinguish valid arguments from non-valid 
ones.

This book is an English translation of Sayyid Ali Murtada’s 
'Ilm al-Mantiq published in 2014. The Arabic original is based 
on Muhammad Rida al-Muzaffar’s (1904–1963) al-Mantiq, a 
textbook on logic used in Islamic seminaries. The present work 
is an introduction to logic and deals with topics ranging from 
conception, judgment, and signification to the four relations, 
the five universals, and the definition of propositions, contra-
diction, and syllogisms.
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Translated by ‘Ali Quli Qara’i
ICAS Press | 2004
942 Pages | 175 x 245 mm
Hardback: 978-1-904063-17-9 £35.00

Neither prose nor poetry but a unique, mesmerising 
fusion of both, the Qur’an stands as one of the world’s 

most important spiritual texts. Here, the parallel Arabic-
English presentation coupled with an innovative phrase-by-
phrase translation helps the English-speaking reader gain 
greater access to the profound meanings of the original 
text. Expertly translated and prepared, this translation of 
the Qur’an makes extensive use of classical commentaries 
from both Sunni and Shi‘i sources for a broader-based 
understanding. In a handsome volume with a detailed index. 

‘Ali Quli Qara’i has a number of Islamic translations to 
his name including The Kernel of Kernels: A Short Treatise on 
Wayfaring and ‘Ashura: Distortions and Misrepresentations. He 
is also a co-translator of Ayatollah Khomeini’s Forty Hadith.

the Qur’an:  
With a Phrase-by-Phrase english translation
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ICAS Press | 2009
296 Pages | 160 x 230 mm
Paperback: 971-1-904063-30-8 £15.00

When was the Qur’an revealed and how? How 
was the Qur’an compiled? Are there non-Arabic 

words in the Qur’an? Authentic, comprehensive, and 
easy to understand, Qur’anic Sciences answers these 
types of questions, making it an ideal textbook and 
reference. The work is an excellent contribution to the 
subject and is often used in Islamic studies courses.

Abbas Jaffer is an Islamic lecturer and has translated 
several books from Arabic and Persian. His areas of interest 
include Qur’anic studies, theology, and Islamic history.

Masuma Jaffer is an author, chaplain, and an Islamic lecturer 
who has addressed a range of audiences. Her areas of interest 
include comparative jurisprudence and Islamic ethics.   

Qur’aniC sCienCes 

Abbas Jaffer and Masuma Jaffer
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Translated by Latimah-Parvin Peerwani
ICAS Press | 2004
168 Pages | 160 x 230 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-16-0 £15.00

The ‘Light Verse’ (Qur’an, 24:35) has evoked numerous 
interpretations throughout the centuries. Here, Mulla 

Sadra devotes an entire chapter of his Qur’anic commentary 
to this verse, exploring the meaning of the divine light 
through metaphysics, ontology, epistemology, psychology, 
spiritual wayfaring, and traditional Qur’anic interpretation. 
Inspiring reading in and of itself, this spiritually uplifting 
book has also been used as a textbook in university 
courses on Qur’anic exegesis and Muslim philosophy.

One of the greatest philosophers in Islamic history, Mulla Sadra 
(1571-1640) founded the transcendental school of philosophy 
(al-hikmat al-muta‘aliyah). Born in Shiraz, Iran, he taught 
philosophy for many years under the auspices of the Safavid 
government before retiring to the village of Kahak for a fifteen-
year retreat. During this time, he formulated his signature 
approach to philosophy, theology, hadith, and Qur’anic exegesis 
– an approach which remains influential to the present day.

on the hermeneutiCs of the light Verse of the Qur’an 

Mulla Sadra Shirazi



Translated by H. Tehrani
ICAS Press | 2007
138 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-24-7 £8.00
Hardback: 978-1-904063-28-5 £12.00

In the mid-1970s, Ayatullah Sayyid Ali Khamenei delivered a 
series of lectures fusing the spiritual and political, implicitly 

questioning the authority of the Shah at a politically tense time. 
He emphasised that belief in one God as the ruler and owner 
of the universe leaves no room for worshipping other gods, 
spiritual or temporal. These lectures breathed new life into the 
Qur’anic themes of faith, monotheism (tawhid), prophethood, 
and guardianship (wilayah); a true Muslim should side with 
the godly powers in the eternal battle between divine powers 
and satanic forces. This book is a distillation of those lectures.

Ayatullah Sayyid Ali Khamenei is a renowned Islamic scholar and 
the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran. For three years, 
he was selected by Forbes as one of the world’s most powerful people, 
and he has long been a focus of the world media. He has authored and 
translated books on Islamic history, jurisprudence, ethics, and art.

an outline of islamiC thought in the Qur’an 

Ayatullah Sayyid Ali Khamenei
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Translated by N. Virjee, A. Kadhim, M. Dasht 
Bozorgi, Z. Alsalami, and A. Virjee
ICAS Press | 2009
1432 Pages | 170 x 235 mm
Hardback: 978-1-904063-34-6 £35.00

This 1400-page varied and comprehensive collection of 
Shi‘i hadith offers unparalleled insight into the teachings 

of Shi‘a Islam. Narrated from the Prophet Muhammad as 
well as the Shi‘a Imams, these hadiths span theology, ethics, 
history, and social issues. The introduction outlines the 
development of Shi‘a hadith literature from the time of the 
Prophet to modern times. Although over a thousand pages 
long, this parallel Arabic-English edition has been carefully 
printed on fine paper to make it a portable reference book 
for the scholar, student, researcher, or enthusiast. A valuable 
reference work for personal, public, or university libraries.

M. Muhammadi Rayshahri, the compiler, was born in 1946 in 
the city of Ray, near Tehran. He has compiled and written more 
than sixteen books and treatises in Arabic and Persian. He is the 
founder and principal of the College of Hadith Studies, which was 
established to collect and compile authentic Islamic narrations.

the sCale of Wisdom:  
a ComPendium of shi‘a hadith (bilingual edition)
Compiled by M. Muhammadi Rayshahri
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Translated by Amina Inloes, Nazmina Virjee, 
and Muhammed Reza Tajri
ICAS Press | 2012
668 Pages | 160 x 230 mm
Hardback: 978-1-904063-50-6 £35.00

Since its completion in the seventeenth century, this 
book has been lauded as a valuable textbook on Islamic 

spirituality and ethics as well as a spiritually enlightening read. 
This groundbreaking translation brings to light how Mulla 
Muhsin Fayd Kashani engages with the Sunni Sufi tradition 
– particularly the ideas of al-Ghazzali – for the benefit of a 
Shi‘a audience. In addition to presenting the inner mysteries 
of Islamic ritual practices, Fayd Kashani also explains 
the nature of the human character and how to cultivate, 
balance, and eliminate various traits. The work answers many 
commonly asked questions by Muslims such as what is the 
deeper meaning of fasting and how to concentrate in prayer.

Fayd Kashani centres his discussion on verses of the 
Qur’an and hadith from the Prophet Muhammad and 
the twelve Imams. The Arabic text of the narrations 
has been included for the reader’s convenience.

Mulla Muhsin Fayd Kashani (1598-1680) was a renowned Islamic 
scholar who specialised in hadith, jurisprudence, philosophy, and 
mysticism. He left behind over two hundred works, including 
al-Wafi, one of the most influential modern collections of hadith.

sPiritual mysteries and ethiCal seCrets: 
a translation of al-Haqa’iq fi MaHasin al-akHlaq

Mulla Muhsin Fayd Kashani

Page - 9



Translated by Nazima A. Virjee
ICAS Press | 2011
380 Pages | 160 x 230 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-14-8 £15.00

The true spirit of Islamic spiritual and ethical teachings is 
reflected in this inspiring collection of sayings from the 

Prophet Muhammad and the twelve Shi‘a Imams. Humility, 
moderation, faith, and mercy are among the teachings 
conveyed in this careful, eloquent translation. The main theme 
of the book is the ‘greater jihad’, or fighting against one’s own 
self. These sayings form the core of Islamic ideals of spiritual 
and moral perfection, and students of Islamic ethics are often 
advised to implement one saying per day from this book.

The volume itself is an excerpt from the monumental 
seventeenth-century hadith collection Wasa’il 
al-Shi‘ah, and it is the first selection from Wasa’il al-Shi‘ah 
to have been translated into English. As such, it is an 
excellent primary source for any library on Shi‘i hadith.

Born in Lebanon, the renowned seventeenth-century scholar 
al-Hurr al-‘Amili migrated to Iran to participate in the Safavid 
renaissance in Shi‘i scholarship. An outstanding jurisprudent, he 
left behind numerous influential scholarly works, including his 
comprehensive encyclopaedia of jurisprudential hadith, Wasa’il 
al-Shi‘ah (The Tools of the Shi‘a). He is buried in Mashhad, Iran.

Combat With the self 

Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Hurr al-‘Amili
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Translated by Nazmina A. Virjee
ICAS Press | 2011
248 Pages | 160 x 230 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-47-6 £14.00

Understanding hadith science is crucial to understanding 
the foundations of Islamic theology, shariah, and Islamic 

thought. This book outlines the history, development, and 
current practice of hadith science with special attention to 
Shi‘a scholarship. It covers hadith terminology, sources of 
hadith, chains of narration, categories of hadith, the criteria 
for accepting hadith narrators, and transmission of hadith. 
Additionally, the book includes a translation of a seminal 
work on hadith studies, Dirayat al-Hadith, by the renowned 
sixteenth-century Shi‘a scholar al-Shahid al-Thani – the work 
that paved the way for the modern Shi‘a study of hadith.

Abd al-Hadi al-Fadli (1935-2013) was born in Basra, Iraq. He 
studied traditional sciences at the theological seminary in Najaf 
and later received his doctorate in Arabic literature from Cairo 
University. A renowned educator, al-Fadli taught at various 
universities and seminaries in the Muslim world and was one 
of the first Muslim scholars to take up the challenge of writing 
modern textbooks on traditional Islamic sciences. Among his 
other works is the hugely popular textbook Khulasat al-Mantiq.

introduCtion to hadith 
inCluding Dirayat al-HaDitH by al-shahid al-thani

‘Abd al-Hadi al-Fadli
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Translated by Alexander Khaleeli
ICAS Press | 2016
321 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-907905-29-2 £20.00
Hardback: 978-1-907905-30-8 £30.00

The classical Islamic scholarly tradition is characterised by 
an emphasis on the teacher-student relationship. Learning 

is not simply seen as a material acquisition of knowledge, but 
rather as a means of induction into a living tradition. This 
classical work expounds upon the ideals for teachers and 
students. It is a translation of Munyat al-Murid fi Adab al-Mufid 
wa al-Mustafid by the renowned scholar al-Shahid al-Thani. 
The original Arabic work, written in 954 AH/1547 CE, quickly 
established itself as a core text in the Islamic seminaries, and 
it has long been an important source of reference for anyone 
interested in Islamic education and spiritual development.

Now available in English for the first time, this work is a 
valuable addition to the core reading lists of courses on Islamic 
ethics and spirituality. This edition also contains an insightful 
introduction consisting of a biography of the author, an 
overview of the body of his work, a survey of his predecessors’ 
views on education, a study of his ideas on education, 
and an examination of his methodology of education.

Zayn al-Din al-‘Amili al-Juba‘i, known as al-Shahid 
a-Thani, was a prominent sixteenth-century Shi‘a scholar. He 
is credited with more than seventy works on a broad range 
of subjects. He travelled widely in his pursuit of knowledge 
and later taught both Shi‘i and Sunni jurisprudence.

desire of the asPirant:  
on the etiQuette of the teaCher and the student

al-Shahid al-Thani
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ICAS Press | 2001
256 Pages | 160 x 230 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-00-1 £17.00

No longer of mere academic interest, relativism has 
become a global concern sociologically and politically. 

Can a non-relativist account of morality validate our 
moral experiences without undesirable implications? 
Mohammad Ali Shomali believes it can, and demonstrates 
that – unlike in the past two centuries – support for ethical 
relativism is on the decline. In its place, he proposes a new 
theory of morality based on self-love, moral ideals, and the 
process of decision-making from an Islamic perspective.

A fresh perspective on the on-going debate on post-modernism 
and relativism, Ethical Relativism should be of interest to all who 
study philosophy, theology, cultural studies, and spirituality.

Mohammad Ali Shomali is an Islamic scholar with both a seminary 
and an academic background. In addition to graduating from and 
teaching at the seminary of Qum, he has a doctorate in philosophy 
from the University of Manchester. He is a renowned worldwide 
public speaker and has a particular interest in interfaith work.

ethiCal relatiVism:  
an analysis of the foundations of morality

Mohammad A. Shomali
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Translated by Mohammad Mehdi Baghi
ICAS Press | 2016
Paperback: 978-1-907905-32-2 £ 16.00

Arabic is the key to unlocking the treasures of the Islamic 
heritage. It is a means of understanding the Qur’an and 

its secrets, a path to grasping the meanings of the sunnah and 
its profundities, and a way into the depths of Arabic literature 
and its riches.

Foundations of Arabic Grammar is a translation of the first 
volume of Rashid al-Shartuni’s hugely popular textbook 
on Arabic grammar, Mabadi al-‘Arabiyyah (edited by 
Hamid al-Muhammadi). It consists of 48 short and easy-to-
understand lessons on morphology and syntax. The topics 
are systematically arranged and the material is presented in 
a simple and lucid style, tailored specifically to the needs of 
beginners to the subject. Learning is further facilitated by 
means of carefully constructed exercises at the end of each 
lesson, a bilingual glossary of grammatical terms, and a 
parallel English-Arabic layout of the text. 

Rashid ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Rami al-Shartuni was born in 1864 
in Shartun, a village in Lebanon. He received his education in 
Keserwan District to the Northeast of Beirut where he mastered 
Syriac and French. He taught Arabic literature for 23 years in Beirut 
and died there in 1906. Among his other works are Tamrin al-Tullab 
fi al-Tasrif wa al-I‘rab, Nahj al-Mursalah, and Tarikh Lubnan.

 

foundations of arabiC grammar: 
a Parallel english-arabiC textbook

Rashid al-Shartuni
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Translated by Mohammad Mehdi Baghi
ICAS Press | 2016
298 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-907905-27-8 £ 18.00

Aspiring Islamic scholars have long studied logic as 
a foundational subject in their curriculum. Until 

now, quality textbooks on logic as developed by Muslim 
logicians have been unavailable in English. This textbook 
is a translation of a contemporary work on logic,  
‘Ilm al-Mantiq, which in turn is based on the renowned 
Muhammad Rida al-Muzaffar’s al-Mantiq. 

The writing is clear, with key Arabic terms in Arabic 
transliteration. To further facilitate learning, the work 
includes exercises, lesson objectives, and illustrations. It 
deals with topics ranging from conception, judgment, and 
signification to the four relations, the five universals, and the 
definition of propositions, contradiction, and syllogism.

introduCtion to logiC: 
as deVeloPed by muslim logiCians

Sayyid Ali Murtada



ICAS Press | 2002
564 Pages | 170 x 240 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-01-8  £12.00
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6 How did Islam reach the level of being one of the 
world’s largest religions? Did Islam spread by the 

sword? How was Islam received in Europe, Africa, and 
Asia? In this book, Abul-Fazl Ezzati explores the spread of 
Islam throughout various regions of the world, examining 
religious, political, sociological, and other key factors. 
The work includes a detailed timeline of important 
events in the Islamic expansion from early times to the 
present day. This book, now in its fourth edition, has 
been translated into Turkish, Persian, Arabic, and Hausa.

Abul-Fazl Ezzati was born in Iran in 1932. In addition 
to teaching Islamic Studies at universities in Tehran, 
London, and the United States, he has written several 
books on Islam, some of which have been translated into 
Arabic, Turkish, Hausa, Russian, Spanish, and Persian.

the sPread of islam: 
the Contributing faCtors 
A. Ezzati



Translated by Abbas Kadhim
ICAS Press | 2007
174 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-26-1 £10.00

The earliest surviving work on Shi‘i sects, Kitab Firaq 
al-Shi‘a by al-Nawbakhti offers a uniquely Twelver 

Shi‘a perspective on early Shi‘i movements, including 
the Zaydis, the Isma‘ilis, and extremist sects (ghulat). 
History, charisma, and ideology combine in a fascinating 
narrative which provides a window into the early Shi‘i 
consciousness. Extensively annotated and highly readable, 
this is the first translation of this work to be published 
in the English language. An indispensable reference 
for Islamic historians, theologians, and researchers.

al-Hasan ibn Musa al-Nawbakhti was a tenth-century CE 
theologian and philosopher in Baghdad whose most 
important contributions were to the field of history of 
religion and sects. Kitab Firaq al-Shi‘a is his only extant work.

shi‘a seCts (kitab firaq al-sHi‘a) 

al-Hasan ibn Musa al-Nawbakhti
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ICAS Press | 2009
282 Pages | 128 x 197 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-33-9 £10.00

Maximilian and his friends are living a double life, 
posing as royal counsellors for the despotic, pagan 

governor of Roman Philadelphia (in present-day Jordan) 
while secretly spreading the outlawed religion of Jesus 
of Nazareth. As their brethren fall victim to torture and 
murder, their situation becomes more and more dire until 
they take a daring step that sends shockwaves throughout 
the whole Roman Empire. Although they are forced to flee, 
their story lives on as generation after generation carry on 
their epic battle and an unimaginable miracle changes their 
world forever. The Idols Will Fall is a unique presentation of 
the miraculous story of these young men referred to both 
in Christian historical literature and in the Qur’an. This is 
the story of the ashab al-kahf, the seven Sleepers of the Cave.

Muhammad Saeed Bahmanpour is Director of Inter-faith 
Relations at the Islamic Centre of England, London. He is also 
the scriptwriter of several famous historical films – including 
the present story – and a moving TV series on the Virgin Mary 
shown on many Muslim television channels around the world.

the idols Will fall:  
the story of the seVen sleePers of the CaVe

Muhammad Saeed Bahmanpour
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ICAS Press | 2002
228 Pages | 155 x 225 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-05-6 £10.00

Aristotle, Kant, Marx, and Tabari are only a few of the 
many world thinkers whom Abul-Fazl Ezzati explores 

in his sweeping history and analysis of natural law. While 
this work distinguishes itself from other similar works by 
its detailed treatment of natural law in Islamic thought, 
it engages with both Islamic and Western discourse, 
with topics such as human rights, the inherent human 
nature, and rationality. The result is an insightful, all-
encompassing treatment of human rights and the human 
being’s physical, rational, emotional, and spiritual needs.

Abul-Fazl Ezzati was born in Iran in 1932. In addition 
to teaching Islamic studies at universities in Tehran, 
London, and the United States, he has written several 
books on Islam, some of which have been translated into 
Arabic, Turkish, Hausa, Russian, Spanish, and Persian.

islam and natural laW 

A. Ezzati
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Translated by A Ezzati
ICAS Press | 2008
560 Pages | 160 x 230 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-29-2 £25.00

Authored in the eleventh century, al-Nihayah remains 
a jurisprudential classic. Initially written as a shariah 

guide to issues as diverse as ritual worship, business 
transactions, and civil law, it offers the modern reader a 
unique insight into early Shi‘a Islamic jurisprudence as 
well as the habits and customs of the Muslim world at the 
time. Written by one of the pioneers of the development of 
the Islamic legal system, Sheikh Mohammad ibn Hasan 
ibn Ali Abu Ja‘far al-Tusi, this work was recognised as one 
of the major early sources of, references for, and textbooks 
on Islamic law in the Shi‘i school of thought. An excellent 
reference book and textbook for studies in Islamic law.

Muhammad ibn Hasan al-Tusi (also known as Sheikh 
al-Taifah) was born in Tus, Iran in 995 CE. An accomplished 
jurist, he compiled two of the four primary collections of 
Shi‘i hadith, Tahdhib al-Ahkam and al-Istibsar. Many of his 
books were burnt in the political instability accompanying 
the fall of the Abbasid caliphate. Although he passed away 
in 1067 CE, his work continues to be influential today.

a ConCise desCriPtion of islamiC laW and legal oPinions 

Mohammad ibn Hasan ibn Ali Abu Ja‘far al-Tusi  



Translated by Arif Abdul Hussain
ICAS Press | 2004
144 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-12-8 £ 15.00

P        rinciples of Islamic Jurisprudence is a translation of the first 
volume of Ayatollah Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr’s seminal 

work, Durus fi ‘Ilm al-Usul. In this famous textbook, the 
author explicates the development of the essential principles 
of Islamic jurisprudence in the Shi‘a tradition in a clear and 
well-reasoned fashion. Unlike some of Ayatollah al-Sadr’s 
other complex works, Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence is 
designed to be accessible to novice students and is frequently 
taught as an introductory work in Shi‘i seminaries. An 
ideal guide for students of and researchers in Islamic law.

Born to a family of religious scholars in Kazimayn, Iraq in 
1935, Ayatollah Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr proved to be a 
precocious and diligent student. As a young seminarian, he 
attended the courses of various great teachers, attaining the 
distinguished rank of mujtahid at the age of 30. In his writings, 
he sought to formulate an Islamic response to the most serious 
challenges of modernity. In 1980, he was arrested on the order 
of Iraq’s Baathist regime and was executed without trial.

PrinCiPles of islamiC JurisPrudenCe aCCording to shi‘i laW

Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr
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ICAS Press | 2006
200 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-18-6 £2.50

Is Islam compatible with democracy? Hamid Hadji 
Haidar analyses the ideals and realities of secular and 

religious democracies with special emphasis on the post-
revolutionary democracy in Iran. One of the few works 
in English to provide an in-depth exposition of Ayatollah 
Khomeini’s political thought, the book contains a 
special section devoted to the question of democracy in a 
religious state. This important work unravels the mysteries 
of modern political dynamics in the Islamic world.

Hamid Hadji Haidar has written extensively on Islamic and 
Western political theories, including Liberalism and Islam: Practical 
Reconciliation between the Liberal State and Shiite Muslims.

“An outstanding approach thoughtfully integrating philosophy, 
religion, and political theory, taking the reader beyond simplistic 
notions of ‘West’ and ‘East’.”
Professor Scott Lucas 
Birmingham University 

a theory of religious demoCraCy: 
a shi‘a islamiC theory of religious demoCraCy for a modern shi‘a soCiety

Hamid Hadji Haidar
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ICAS Press | 2002
308 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-02-5 £15.00

The first empirical study to explore the impact of 
globalization on Muslim identity in Britain, this 

book draws upon several theoretical models to examine 
the paradox of homogenization and heterogenization that 
globalization generates through increasing Westernization 
on the one hand and increasing Islamic ‘resistance’ on the 
other. By studying second-generation Muslim children 
of migrants to the UK, it suggests the extent to which the 
Western ‘global cultural  industry’ has influenced Muslim 
identity in the UK and how, through the process of 
heterogenization, cultural forms have become diversified 
and fragmented, and identity construction diffused.

Saied Reza Ameli is a professor of communications at the University 
of Tehran and is the founder of the Institute of Islamic Studies

“A groundbreaking study synthesizing the debate regarding crucial 
aspects of Muslim engagement with the West... [it] investigates the 
cultural interaction between young Muslims and British society, how 
their identities are being interrogated, challenged and transformed 
as they move into the twenty-first century.”
Dr. K. H. Ansari 
Royal Holloway University

globalization, ameriCanization & british muslim identity 

Saied Reza Ameli
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ICAS Press | 2004
176 Pages | 155 x 225 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-11-7 £ 10.00

In this concise, scholarly work, Mohammad Ali Shomali 
outlines the distinguishing features of the Twelver 

Shi‘a school of Islamic thought, which is based on the 
teachings of the Household of the Prophet. He focuses 
on the textual sources of Shi‘i thought and the leading 
doctrines of Shi‘ism – both those which are shared with 
other Muslims and those that are unique to Shi‘ism, such 
as the emphasis on divine justice, the imamate, and the 
infallibility of the Imams. Concluding with a useful survey 
of Shi‘a demographics, devotional practices, and holy sites, 
this readable work answers many common questions about 
the origins, history, and beliefs of Shi‘i Muslims with an 
emphasis on spirituality and rationality. Timely and relevant 
given the focus on Shi‘i Muslims in the world media today.

Mohammad Ali Shomali is an Islamic scholar with both a seminary 
and an academic background. In addition to graduating from and 
teaching at the seminary of Qum, he has a doctorate in philosophy 
from the University of Manchester. He is a renowned worldwide 
public speaker and has a particular interest in interfaith work.

shi‘i islam: 
origins, faith & PraCtiCes 
Mohammad Ali Shomali



Translated by R.Campbell, ‘Ali Quli Qara’i, 
Salman Tawhidi 
ICAS Press | 2002
244 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-03-2 £ 16.00

This book is an introduction to the classical Islamic 
sciences of philosophy, kalam (theology), ‘ irfan 

(mysticism), usul al-fiqh (the principles of jurisprudence), fiqh 
(jurisprudence), and hikmat al-‘amali (practical philosophy 
and morality). Compiled from the works of one the most 
prolific and influential Islamic thinkers of the twentieth 
century, Murtada Mutahhari, it surveys the fundamentals of 
these branches of the Islamic sciences from the perspective 
of multiple Islamic sects and ideologies. An excellent guide 
to the foundational teachings of Islam as well as an effective 
introduction to further studies in the classical Islamic sciences.

Ayatollah Murtada Mutahhari was born near Mashhad in 1920. 
He began his studies in Qum where he was greatly influenced 
by Ayatollah Khomeini’s teachings on Islamic ethics. Later, he 
studied metaphysics and jurisprudence before teaching at the 
universities of Qum and Tehran. He was assassinated in 1979.

“A clear and succinct introduction to the main disciplines of religious 
learning in Islam by one of the principal scholars of the Iranian Republic 
and a significant contributor, through his writings and lectures, to the 
success of the Islamic revolution.” 
Professor Hamid Algar
University of California, Berkeley

understanding islamiC sCienCes 

Murtada Mutahhari
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Translated by Fazel Asadi Amjad & Mahdi 
Dasht Bozorgi
ICAS Press | 2008
196 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-37-7 £12.00
Hardback: 978-1-904063-39-1 £20.00

Divine Manifestations is the first English translation of 
Mulla Sadra Shirazi’s final work on divine metaphysics. 

Written at the request of his students who wanted a concise and 
accessible summary of his philosophy, Divine Manifestations 
exemplifies the rational theology Mulla Sadra is famed for. In 
Divine Manifestations, Mulla Sadra addresses the most gripping 
topics in Islamic theology in a thoroughly thought-provoking 
manner. This work represents Mulla Sadra’s ultimate 
metaphysical perspective; it is interwoven with his innovative 
Qur’anic interpretation and is replete with commentary on, 
and indirect criticism of, the orthodox theology of his day. 

Combining both scriptural and philosophical reasoning, 
Mulla Sadra discusses the existence of God, His attributes, 
His acts, the Resurrection, and the nature of the non-material 
worlds. Divine Manifestations is a valuable work for anyone 
interested in reading Mulla Sadra’s argument for the harmony 
between philosophy, theology, and religion. Complete with 
extensive commentary in the classical style by later Islamic 
scholars, it is an ideal first read in Sadra’s philosophy.

diVine manifestations: 
ConCerning the seCrets of the PerfeCting sCienCes

Mulla Sadra Shirazi
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Translated by M. Dasht Bozorgi & F. Asadi 
Amjad
ICAS Press | 2008
560 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-27-8 £10.00

Are false mystics and impious sophists a modern 
phenomenon? Not according to Mulla Sadra Shirazi, the 

famous seventeenth-century mystical philosopher who rebukes 
the pretentious by instructing the faithful on what it truly means 
to be pious. A brilliant synthesis of the Islamic philosophical, 
mystical, and theological traditions, this work deals with the 
most crucial issues of metaphysics, encompassing ontology, 
cosmology, epistemology, psychology, spiritual wayfaring, 
the attributes of the pious, and homiletic advice. Deeply 
grounded in Mulla Sadra’s metaphysical commentary on the 
Holy Qur’an, it stresses sincere virtues and spiritual exercises.

One of the greatest philosophers in Islamic history, Mulla Sadra 
(1571-1640) founded the transcendental school of philosophy 
(al-hikmat al-muta‘aliyah). Born in Shiraz, Iran, he taught 
philosophy for many years under the auspices of the Safavid 
government before retiring to the village of Kahak for a fifteen-
year retreat. During this time, he formulated his signature 
approach to philosophy, theology, hadith, and Qur’anic exegesis 
– an approach which remains influential to the present day.

breaking the idols of ignoranCe:  
admonition of the soi-Disant sufi

Sadr al-Din Shirazi (Mulla Sadra)
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ICAS Press | 2010
208 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-37-7 £12.50

In a unique parallel analysis, Muhammad Kamal delves 
into the most controversial subjects of Islamic and Western 

existential philosophy. He explores the philosophical ‘turn’, 
ontological difference, becoming, and nothingness in the 
ontology of Mulla Sadra and Martin Heidegger. He shows 
how they both held ‘Being’ as the sole reality and opposed 
Plato’s metaphysics as an established philosophical tradition, 
which led to – in Heidegger’s words – the ‘oblivion of Being’. 
As Kamal explicates, Heidegger’s opposition to Plato became 
manifest in his deconstruction of the history of ontology, 
while Mulla Sadra’s opposition to Plato was through his 
criticism of Suhrawardi’s doctrine of the principality of
essence. These new interpretations of being by two  philosophers 
brought new life to both Islamic and Western schools of 
philosophy and have formed the basis of much of modern 
ontology, epistemology, and philosophical psychology.

Muhammad Kamal is a member of the Faculty of Arts at the 
University of Melbourne. He has written extensively on the 
philosophies of Hegel, Heidegger, and Mulla Sadra. He has also 
written on Western existentialism and modern Islamic thought.

from essenCe to being: 
the PhilosoPhy of mulla sadra and martin heidegger

Muhammad Kamal
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Translated by Sayyid ‘Ali Quli Qara’i
ICAS Press | 2003
192 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-06-3 £ 16.00

A new approach to the teaching of Islamic philosophy by 
the renowned Islamic philosopher Sayyid Muhammad 

Husayn Tabataba’i, this work provides a useful overview of 
twentieth-century philosophy in Iran and the development 
of philosophy in the Islamic religious tradition. While 
balancing the philosophical tradition with Qur’an and 
hadith, the author demonstrates the mutual independence 
of theology and philosophy and the lasting harmony 
between reason and revelation in the Islamic tradition.

Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i (1904-1981) was born 
in Tabriz, Iran. He authored the renowned twenty-volume 
Qur’anic commentary al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an as well as 
several groundbreaking works on Islamic philosophy and 
mysticism. Additionally, he wrote numerous books on Shi‘a 
history and doctrine to bring about a better understanding 
of Shi‘ism throughout the world. His writings have been 
translated into English and numerous other languages.

the elements of islamiC metaPhysiCs (biDayat al-HikMaH) 

Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i
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Translated by Shuja Ali Mirza
ICAS Press | 2006
198 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-23-0 £12.00

For many people, the primordial Fall of humankind from 
Heaven to Earth is a tale filled with blame and myth. 

In this treatment, the Fall is examined from a mystico-
philosophical perspective, calling upon essential elements 
of both Islamic and Western philosophy, new and old. It 
speaks of the world and heavens from which the Fall took 
place. By taking into consideration the pivotal role of sin 
and rebellion against heaven, this work surveys the historical 
facets of the Fall, tracing its various stages – from the divine 
heavens to its entry into the mythical realms – until its final 
station and the appearance of the modern world. The study 
continues by expounding the various interpretations of man 
and the universe in the stages of the Fall and culminates 
by addressing the plight of contemporary man and the 
difficulties of the modern anthropological perspective. 
Intuitive and optimistic, it leaves the reader with a strong 
sense of hope in human potential and the human condition.

Hamid Parsania is an Iranian cleric with tens of books and articles 
to his credit on subjects such as philosophy and mysticism. He is 
currently the chancellor of the Baqir al-‘Ulum University in Qum.

existenCe and the fall:   
sPiritual anthroPology of islam

Hamid Parsania
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ICAS Press | 2013
406 Pages | 155 x 230 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-57-5 £20.00
Hardback: 978-1-904063-58-2 £30.00

Do Islamic and Western philosophy have any common 
ground? This ambitious volume shows that the answer 

is yes. It consists of essays in comparative philosophy 
written by prominent scholars from around the world. 
In their essays, they mull over topics such as existence, 
causality, and the soul. Mulla Sadra, Ghazzali, and Averroes 
are discussed, as are Aquinas, Heidegger, and Parmenides.

Ali Paya is a professor of philosophy at The Islamic College, 
a senior visiting research fellow at the Department of 
Politics and International Relations at the University of 
Westminster, and an adjunct professor in Futures Studies at 
the National Research Institute for Science Policy in Iran.

“The essays are of superb quality and the editor has done an extraordinary 
job in presenting them meticulously.”
Mohammad Azadpur 
San Francisco State University.

the misty land of ideas and the light of dialogue 
an anthology of ComParatiVe PhilosoPhy: Western & islamiC

Edited by Ali Paya
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Translated by Tawus Raja
ICAS Press | 2011
428 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-40-7 £ 16.00

Shining Sun is a tribute to the life and thought of the 
renowned Islamic scholar, Sayyid Muhammad Husayn 

Tabataba’i, written soon after he passed away by one of 
his students. It includes an overview of Tabataba’i’s life 
and transcriptions of discussions between Tabataba’i and 
his student. These discussions cover history, philosophy, 
mysticism, theology, and the Qur’an. In addition to being a 
useful reference work on Shi‘i thought, Shining Sun captures 
the essence of the ethics and morals of the Islamic scholarly 
tradition in a simpler time. 

Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i (1904-1981) was born 
in Tabriz, Iran. He authored the renowned twenty-volume 
Qur’anic commentary al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an as well as several 
groundbreaking works on Islamic philosophy and mysticism. 
Additionally, he wrote numerous books on Shi‘a history and 
doctrine to bring about a better understanding of Shi‘ism

“Allamah Tabataba’i is undoubtedly the major Shi‘a thinker of modern 
times, and his impact on Persian philosophy and theology is incomparable. 
It is wonderful to see the Persian tradition of respecting great intellectual 
personalities continuing in modern times.”
Oliver Leaman 
University of Kentucky

shining sun: in memory of ‘allamah tabataba’i 
a translation of MiHr-i taban

Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Husayni Tihrani
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Translated by Latimah-Parvin Peerwani
ICAS Press | 2008
748 Pages | 165 x 230 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-31-4 £25.00
Hardback: 978-1-904063-32-2 £35.00

What is the soul? How does it develop? How does it relate to 
the body? With his unique multi-disciplinary approach, 

Mulla Sadra approaches these timeless questions through 
the lens of his transcendental mystical Islamic philosophy. 
Psychosomatic diseases, life after death, metempsychosis, 
and the reality beyond this world are all explored here.

Spiritual Psychology is a translation of Volumes VIII 
and IX of Mulla Sadra’s monumental work al-Asfar al-
Arba‘ah (The Four Spiritual Journeys). Studied in depth in 
many seminaries, al-Asfar al-Arba‘ah is a pivotal work 
in Islamic philosophy and a fascinating excursion into 
the depths of the divine reality and the human soul. 

One of the greatest philosophers in Islamic history, Mulla Sadra 
(1571-1640) founded the transcendental school of philosophy 
(al-hikmat al-muta‘aliyah). Born in Shiraz, Iran, he taught 
philosophy for many years under the auspices of the Safavid 
government before retiring to the village of Kahak for a fifteen-
year retreat. During this time, he formulated his signature 
approach to philosophy, theology, hadith, and Qur’anic exegesis 
– an approach which remains influential to the present day.

sPiritual PsyChology:  
the fourth intelleCtual Journey in transCendent PhilosoPhy

Volumes Viii & ix of the asfar

Mulla Sadra Shirazi



Translated by Fazel Asadi Amjad & Mahdi 
Dasht Bozorgi
ICAS Press | 2009
118 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-36-0 £7.00

The Return to Being tells the story of the journey of the 
human soul from the material to the divine. Reminding 

the reader of the true nature of reality, Sayyid Muhammad 
Husayn Tabataba’i shows how even ordinary people 
can reach the pinnacle of spiritual perfection. Helpful 
indices of Qur’anic verses and the Arabic text of hadith 
texts cited complement this inspiring, spiritual work. 

Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i (1904-1981) was born 
in Tabriz, Iran. He authored the renowned twenty-volume 
Qur’anic commentary al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an as well as 
several groundbreaking works on Islamic philosophy and 
mysticism. Additionally, he wrote numerous books on Shi‘a 
history and doctrine to bring about a better understanding 
of Shi‘ism throughout the world. His writings have been 
translated into English and numerous other languages.

the return to being:  
a translation of risalat al-WalayaH

Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i
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ICAS Press | 2010
232 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-38-4 £14.00

Transubstantial Motion is a thought-provoking analysis 
of Mulla Sadra’s innovative theory of transubstantial 

motion. Expounding on Sadra’s theory and critique of earlier 
philosophers, Mahdi Dehbashi explains how the theory of
transubstantial motion bridged the physical 
and spiritual aspects of reality and how Sadra 
solved the philosophical dilemmas of his era.

Also included is a translation of the chapters of al-Asfar al-
Arba‘ah (The Four Spiritual Journeys) in which Mulla Sadra 
presents his theory and takes the reader through a rewarding 
discourse on the nature of space and time – a discourse 
only fully appreciated in the light of modern physics. In 
addition to discussing the physical universe, this work 
provides a new philosophical base for Islamic metaphysics, 
eschatology, ethics, and the philosophy of the human soul. 

Mahdi Dehbashi is a professor of philosophy at the 
University of Isfahan in Iran. He has written extensively on 
philosophy, theology, mysticism, and literature. He holds 
a PhD from Fordham University where he taught briefly.

transubstantial motion and the natural World: 
With a translation of Volume iii, stage 7, ChaPters 18-32 of the asfar of mulla sadra

Mahdi Dehbashi



ICAS Press
Annual Institutional Subscription: 

UK: £ 112.00 | EU: £122.00 | Int'l: £132.00
Annual Individual Subscription: 

UK: £ 50.00 | EU: £60.00 | Int'l: £70.00 

The Journal of Shi‘a Islamic Studies (JSIS) is a refereed 
academic journal published quarterly by ICAS Press for the 
Islamic College in London. The journal conscientiously 
aims to provide a scholarly platform for critical and 
informed articles in all fields of Shi‘a studies, including 
but not limited to, theology, philosophy, mysticism, law, 
jurisprudence, politics, history, Qur’an and hadith studies. 
Such articles cover the most debate-worthy issues in the 
aforementioned fields in the hope of ultimately contributing 
to the resolution of various theoretical, methodological, and 
practical dilemmas encountered in Shi‘a Islamic studies.

JSIS also introduces and presents a variety of classical Shi‘a 
works that may be academically valuable to researchers 
in this field but have remained largely unknown to them. 
The journal dedicates a section of its publication to the 
critical assessment and vigorous review of books and 
publications, both old and new, concerning Shi‘a studies. 

It is hoped that through such efforts JSIS will remain a valuable 
reference and resource for those researching and undertaking 
Shi‘a studies.

the Journal of shi’a islamiC studies (Jsis) 
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Publication Title
Title of Original 

Work
Author(s) Translator(s)

The Resplendence of Wilayah: 
An Analytical Biography of 
Imam Ali

Furugh-i Wilayat Ja‘far Subhani

Shahram Khodaverdian, 
Nezammeddin Najafi, 
and Mohammad Mehdi 
Baghi

The Wisdom of Prophet 
Muhammad

Muntakhab Hikam al-
Nabi al-A‘zam (S)

The Wisdom 
of Prophet 
Muhammad

Afzal Sumar and 
Muhammed Reza Tajri

Qur’anic Sciences and Shi‘a 
Exegesis

Various articles Various authors
Various translators
Edited by Abbas 
Bahmanpour

Introduction to Rijal Studies
Durus Tamhidiyyah fi 
al-Qawa’id al-Rijaliyyah

Baqir al-Irawani Zaid Alsalami

Introduction to Jurisprudential 
Maxims

Durus Tamhidiyyah fi 
al-Qawa’id al-Fiqhiyyah

Baqir al-Irawani Zaid Alsalami

Understanding Islamic Sciences 
(2nd Edition)

Ashna’i ba ‘Ulum-i 
Islami

Murtada 
Mutahhari

Richard Campbell, 
'Ali Quli Qara’i, and
Salman Tawhidi
Edited by Ali Paya

Liberated Soul: In Memory of 
Sayyid Hashim Haddad

Ruh-i Mujarrad

Sayyid 
Muhammad 
Husayn Husayni 
Tihrani

Tawus Raja
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Title of Original 

Work
Author(s) Translator(s)

Classic Islamic Laws: A 
Translation of al-Allamah al-
Hilli's Tabsirat al-Mut’allimin

Tabsirat al-Mut’allimin 
fi Ahkam al-Din

al-Allamah 
al-Hilli

Mohammed Ali Ismail

The Elements of Islamic 
Metaphysics (2nd Edition)

Bidayat al-Hikmah
Muhammad 
Husayn 
Tabataba’i

'Ali Quli Qara’i
Edited by Janis Esots

Arabic Morphology: An 
Introduction

Sarf-i Muqaddamati
Sayyid 
Muhammad Rida 
Tabataba’i

Mohammad Mehdi 
Baghi

Arabic Morphology Made 
Simple

Sarf-i Sadih
Sayyid 
Muhammad Rida 
Tabataba’i

Mohammad Mehdi 
Baghi

A Textbook on the Methods of 
Qur’anic Exegesis

Darsnamih-yi Rawesh 
ha-yi Tafsir-i Qur’an

Muhammad Ali 
Rida’i Isfihani

Abbas Jaffer

Narrators and Narrations: A 
Beginner's Guide to Rijal and 
Dirayah

Durus Mujazah fi 
‘Ilmayi al-Rijal wa al-
Dirayah

Ja‘far Subhani Zaid Alsalami

Al-Asfa: A Classic Exegesis of 
the Qur’an

Al-Asfa fi Tafsir al-
Qur’an

Mulla Muhsin 
Fayd al-Kashani

Alexander Khaleeli

History of Hadith Compilation
Tarikh Tadwin al-
Hadith

Muhammad Ali 
Mahdavirad

Alexander Khaleeli

Principles of Jurisprudence for 
Beginners

Al-Mujaz fi Usul al-Fiqh Ja‘far Subhani Alexander Khaleeli
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Translated by: Tawus Raja
ICAS Press | 2011
428 Pages | 135 x 210 mm
Paperback: 978-1-904063-40-7 £ 19.95

Shining Sun is a tribute to the life and thought of the renowned 
Islamic scholar, Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i, 
written soon after he passed away by one of his students. It 
includes an overview of Tabataba’i’s life and transcriptions 
of discussions between Tabataba’i and his student. These 
discussions cover history, philosophy, mysticism, theology, 
and the Qurʾan. In addition to being a useful reference work on 
Shiʿi thought, Shining Sun captures the essence of the ethics 
and morals of the Islamic scholarly tradition in a simpler time. 

Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i (1904-1981) was 
born in Tabriz, Azerbaijan. He authored the renowned 
twenty-volume Qurʾanic commentary al-Mizān fī Tafsīr 
al-Qurʾān as well as several groundbreaking works on 
Islamic philosophy and mysticism. Additionally, he 
wrote numerous books on Shiʿa history and doctrine 
to bring about a better understanding of Shiʿism

“Allamah Tabataba’i is undoubtedly the major Shiʿa thinker of 
modern times, and his impact on Persian philosophy and theology is 
incomparable. It is wonderful to see the Persian tradition of respecting 
great intellectual personalities continuing in modern times.”
Oliver Leaman, University of Kentucky

Shining Sun: in MeMory of ‘AllAMAh TAbATAbA’i 
A TrAnSlATion of Mihr-i TAbAn

by SAyyid MuhAMMAd huSAyn huSAyni TihrAni

Pa
ge

 -
 4

0

133 High Road 
Willesden
London
NW10 2SW
United Kingdom

+44 (0) 20 8451 9993
bookshop@islamic-college.ac.uk
www.islamic-college.ac.uk/bookshop


